[Surgical resection of lung metastases from breast cancer. Report of 12 cases].
Thirty-nine patients affected with lung metastases from different primary neoplastic sites have been treated between 1990 and 1998 at 2nd Surgical Division of "Regina Elena" National Cancer Institute of Rome. Among them, 12 were metastases from breast cancer-lung metastases were isolated in 9 cases and multifocal in 3 cases, although always in the same lung. Nine cases underwent a thoracotomic approach: in 6 patients we have performed a wedge resection, in 3 cases a lobectomy. Three patients underwent a wedge resection by means of a video-thoracoscopic approach. We have registered 2 post-operative complications and no deaths. Median survival rate was 40 months and 5 year actuarial survival rate was 42%. Surgery for isolated lung metastases seen to be a safe approach and to improve life expectancy in most of patients.